Legend for
Hawaiian Hula Instruments & Implements

1. PUNIU: small knee drum with fish-skin top, over a large coconut-shell base, made with coconut fiber
cordage and a base ring of tapa (bark cloth) over coiled vines.

2. PUILI: slit-bamboo wands which rustle as they strike shoulders, palms, or each other during dance.

3. KUPE‘E: smooth shells or dogs’ canine teeth fixed to a stout netting and worn on the calves to make a
clicking sound during dance steps.

4. IPU HEKE: “drum” made from two gourds glued and stitched together, with tapa handle and burned-
in decoration.

5. ‘ILI‘ILI: “castanets” of water-worn hard basalt stones found at seashore.
6. ‘ULI'ULT: gourd rattle with tapa and feather-fringed top, with small pebbles or hard seeds inside.
7. KALA‘AU: dance sticks of very hard wood which are struck together to rhythm.

8. PAHU HULA: hula drum with sharkskin top, coconut fiber cordage and carved from mature coconut
wood.



